CONTROVERSY 


Quakers & Biſhops, 
OCCASIONED | 
By the we # ſummoning them to their 
; Courts, and calling them in queſtion for 
| _- Matters of Religion : Contrary tothe Pra- 
Rice of Chriſt and the Apoſtles, who never 
forced any about Religion and Worſhip : 
and contrary to the KingsPromiſcs, Speeches 
and Declarations, which ſaith, No mar ſhall 
be diſquieted for different Opinions in Mat- 
ters of Religion, they living peaceably under 
the Government ; which the Quakers do, 
and no man can charge them to the con. 
trary. ſe 


TOGETHER 


With ſeveral Religious Reaſons recorded concern- 
ing the conſcientious Non-conformity of the 
Dndkers, to thoſe things that are by 
pens the Biſhops Courts impoſed 

upon them. 
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0 the Biſhops, and allothers, that Call us ie 
BN Sieftion for matters of Religion, contrary to 
the Kings Declaration at Bredah,@ contrary 


80 his Declaration concerning Eccleſtaſtical Aﬀairs,. 


and contrary to his Speech to both Howſes of Parlia- 


ment, Feb. 18. 1662:being the firſt day of their Meet- 


ing after their prorogation; in which he refers then 


to his Declaration ſet forthupon the 26, of Decemb. 

not doubting(as he-ſaith)ot their concurrence there» 

in: where he farther ſaith, The truth is, I am in my 
nature an Enemy 'to all ſeverity for Religion and. 
Conſcience, how miſtaken. ſoeverT be, when it ex- 
tends to a capital and ſanguinary puniſhment. 

Now are they Friends, or Enemies, to the King and 
his SubjeQs,that aÞ thus contrary to bis Declaration 
and speech? let your fruits judg. Alſo the King ſaith, 
That if the Difſenters in matters of Religiun, will 
demean themſelves peaceably and modeſtly under 
the Government, I could heartily with F had ſuch a 
power of indulgence to uſe upon.occaſion, as might 
not needleſly force them out of the Kingdome, or 
ſtaying here,give them cauſe to conſpire againſt the 
pens ofit. Now hath not our peaceable deportment 


een manifeſted both to the King and Conncel, and to 
affti Fin [4 


all men ? and hath #0t your deportment in 


his beſt and peaceableſt SubjeFs,betn to the forcing of 


them out of the Land, and for the forcing of others tg 
conſpire and plot againſt you ? which pra@ice is con- 
trary to us and our Principle,for our Preice &*Prin- 
ciple hath been,and is,to ſuffer 5 and when you ſirike 
xs 0n the one cheek , we can turn the other to gon, and 


ſhew forth a peaceable Chriſtian life, thoug 
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contrary both to the Kings Nature and Word ; who 


wouldnt have capital and ſanguinary penalties in- 
poſed upon bis good Subjetts,which you do,about mat- 


ters, off Religion,and differences of Opinion. | 

' And whether do you not att contrary to the A# of 
Parliament juade againſt thoſe that meet, nnder pre- 
Fence of religions Worſhip,who areenemies to the King 
and hold dangerons Opinions e which pra@tces and 
carriages we are againſt : Tet doth not this 4G allow 
fonr to meet beſides the Family where ſuch Meetings 
ſhall be © $0 conſider, and ſee whether in your pra@i- 
ces you mind this AG of Parliament , or whether you 
uſe not more ſeverity, than is agreeable to the Kings 
mind and Declaration : For we have the Word of a 
King, that we ſhall not be diſturbed, nor called inque- 
ſtion in matters of Religion, living. peaceably. And 
ſence the King in his Declaration on the-26 of Decem, 
1662. hath renewed bis former Word of a King, in 
his Speeches and Declarations, ſaying, As concerning - 
the non-performance of our Promiſes, we remember 
well the very words of thoſe from Bredah, (to wit) 
ſaith the King, We do declare a Liberty to tender 


. Conſciences, and that no man ſhallbe diſquieted or 


called in queſtion, for differences of Opinion in mat- 
ters of Religion, which do not diſturb the peace of 
the Kingdom; and that we ſhall be ready to conſent 
toſuch an Act of Parliament,as upon mature delibe- 
ration ſhall be offered to us,for the full granting of 
that Indulgence. We remember well the confirma- 
tions we have made efthem fince upon ſeveral occa- 
ſions in Parliament : And asall theſe things are ſtill 
freſh in our Memory, ſo we are ſtil] firm inthe refo- 
lution of performing them to the full. For { ory 
#ne 


% 


the King) we do conceive our ſelves ſo far angaged 


both in honour,and in what we owe to the peace of 
our Dominions 3 which we profeſs we can 'never 


think ſecure,whilſt there ſhall be a colour left to the 
malicious and diſaffeted,to enflame the minds of ſo. 
many multitudes upon the ſcore of Copſcience,with. 


deſpair of ever obtaining any effe@& of our promiſes 
for their eaſe. : 


"Now do not you in your ations go about to makg the. 


Kings Word of none effe@,and his Speeches and Pro- 
miſes, which is to tender Conſciences and peaceable 


peoples doth not your fruits and ations againſt the 


Kings pedceable SubjefFs, and tender Conſciences in 
matters of Religion, declare a contrary mind than 
the King iztends © Is not your aFions and fruits 


judged by his Words and Declarations, which is put 


forth to'irbs publick view of bis Dominions, how con- 
trary they 'are to the Word of a King and his Speeches 
an FF. ASE, You have diſquieted peaceable peo- 
ple in matters of Religion.,and called them in queſtion: 


Are not theſe ations of yours like to enflame the minds 


of people? Alſo the King ſaith,l hope you have all ſo 


good an opinion of my Zeal for the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion,.as I need not tell you, I will not yield to any. 


therein, not to the Biſhops themſelves, nor in my 


liking the uniformity of it, as it 1s now eſtabliſhed, $ 


(which being the Standard of our Religion,muſt be 
kept pure and uncorrupted,free from all other mix- 
tures3) yet if the Difſenters will demean them- 
ſelyes\peaceably and modeſtly under the Govern- 
ment, I could heartily wiſh I had ſucha power of 


TO touſe upon occaſions,as might not need- | 


orce them - out of the Kingdome, nor give 
them 


lefly 
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them carſe to conſpire againſt the peace” of - 


And thus you may ſee the Kings Zeal to bis Word 
and Promiſes,”you that ait upon his Subjes contrary 
to his Word and Promiſes and Speeches : And doth 
ot your ations ſhow that you have not love to him. 
nor his SubjeF«s,bt to your ſelves? How can people be 
ſubje&# to you, who go againſt the Kings Word and 
Promiſes? Is not this the way to draw away the love 
#nd affeFions of all people from you © 


boy I9.day From us the | le 
0 I. - ple of G , called Quak- 
ers, in the behalf of the 
1-0 Kings Speeches & Decla- 
rations to them that break 

them. | | 
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Biſhops and Commiſſaries Queries 
"5-07-61 the Quakers. 


B, SW Hen were you at Church ? | 
/% Q. Where 1s my Accuſers ? Pal called for 
| his Accuſers,when he was called before the Judg- 


ment Seats of the Heathens and Jewes, , 

Church-Warden, accul, 6 Jos. 

Q. What Neighbour, Art thou my Accuſer ? Doſt thou not 
know that the Church is in God ? Had not Priſeilla and Aquille 
a Church in their houſe ? Neighbour, Art thou not a Chriſtian ? 
Doſt thou not know this ? | 

. Band Com. Have you recerved Sacrament ? Were you marryed 
with a Prieſt ? Do you hear Divine Service ? Was your C bildren 
figned with the S1gn of the Croſs ? Do you pay your T ythes to the 
Minſter 2 
£2. Whereismy Accuſers ? Ler them appear in open Courr 


before my face. I am nor toaccuſe my ſelf, ir is contrary to 


Law. 
 Church-Warden, I am thy Accuſer. | 

Q. Then I will hold forth my Teſtimony, I was marryed ac- 
cording tothe Scriptures: And the Scriptare ſpeaks of no Sacra- 
ment,nor Signing with the Sign of the Croſs,nor paying of Tythes 
to Goſpel Miniſters,nor ſprinkling of Infants, nor Godfathers nor 
Godmothers : If you can prove me theſe things in the Scriptures 
of the New Teſtament, then I'le conform to them. 

B. and Com, When did you hear your Miniſter ? and when 
received you the Sacrament ? Was you marryed with a Prieſt ? 

OQ. Where is my Accuſers ? | 
- .\B.andCom. Here is none anſwers to the Queſtion, | 
'  Q. It is contrary to Law to examine me upon /»terrogatories,or 
thatany ſhould accuſe themſelves, or bear witneſs againſt rhem- 
ſelves. Doſt chou not know that it's xo0l- penalty upon any that 
ſhall cauſeany to accuſe chemſelves ; either under prerence of 
Lecters Patents under the Grear Seal,or otherwiſe? See the Sta- 
eutein'1643. for taking away the High Commiſſion Coure ; 


B, Why 


| which clauſe was never yer aboliſhed. 
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(2) 
| B. why dojou net come to the Church ? give a reaſon why you 


3] 10k come, | ; Ls 
'O. Idemand of thee the Kings Pattent,with his Seal, and his 
Hana and Armes, for keeping thy Cour', before I ſpeak to thee 
' any more, for many may keep Courts, and not ſhewtheir Autho- 
rity,and by chat I may be brought into bondage ; ſo I would ſee 
thy Pattenr, wich the Kings Seal, and Hand, and Armes: And 
fecondly, 1 would know the reaſon of thee why you forſook us 
neer about 2© years ago, and left your Church, that by this time 
I might have turned an Heathen, a Turk, or a Jew, and my ſoul 
mighr have been loſt for you, for who hath watched over me, and 
been my Keeper abour this 20.years? bur you have left me, and I 
have had neither Sermon, nor Exhorcatton, nor Epiſtle, nor Col- 
leX from you,though the Lord God: harh beenmy Watcher over 
m2, and my Overſeer, who is now my Teacher; and do- yoy 
think that the Lord will not require his Flock ar your hands,waich 
you left almoſt 2o yearsto the Wolves and Dogs: to tear our 
Meece and fleſh,and to deſtroy the ſheep?and then will he nor re- 
- lire the fleece, if he require the ſheep and his flock, which you 
thaye left ro Wolves and Dog, to-tear the fleece off the backs of 
them + For how. have Anabaptifts , and Indeperdants, and Preſby- 
#erians, torn the fleſh off rhe backs of the ſeep, and impriſo+ 
ned the ſheep to death;andyou intherime of perſecution,neicher 
fent Epiſtle, nor Colle&, nor Exhortarion to the ſheep, nor mat- 
| ered nor for them, nor cared not for them > For 1f a'man hire a 
man to keep a flock of ſheep, and have ſo many dclivered into 
his hand, and che Hireting-Shepherd hathſo much a year,will nor 
the Maſter or the Lord require both ſheep and fleece of the hire- 
ling-Shepherd, if he fee a Wolf or a Dog, which may be called, 
'the uſurping Power, come to worry the Sheep) and he fly away in- 
time of perſecution, 1s not thisan Hireling that flyes becauſe he 
1s an Hireling, and doth not care for the ſheep ; and not like 
Pavid, who defended his theep: fromthe Bear.and the Lyon : 
and ſo if the Shepherd ſufferany of the Sheep to be worryed, or 
fleece to be torn off, will not the Maſter or Lord require both his 
fleece,and his ſheep of the Shepherd? for doth not the Lord ſay, 
He wit! require both the ſheep, andthe flecce ; ſo conſider, and 
. fadee your ſelves in this caſe, and- do nor ask me areaſoh why I 
' do not come to the Chnrch,: bur anſwer me this, Why youlefr 
me 
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- of th&Croſs? \Andawherher tid all thdf&Godfarters zhil Gods 
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(3) 
me 88 a Sheepto all the Wives ;- for we have the Kings Speech- 
es, and Declarations; and .Promifes; avd Word'6f a King, for 
Liberty of.Conſciencey thav none”-Mnld'call us in queſtion; if we 
live peacedbly:under his Governihent '#'- Therefore what have 
you co doe'ro call us in queſtion, Eotitraty rs rhe Kings Speech 
and Declaration and Word of a Kitjs, we being peaceable ? as 
you may! read/hiis lace! Decliraticn, 5 And there is an"ARthar 
four may meet; ſo 1 may meet withmy own Familyby the A& 
of Parliament, And fo if you will give me a reaſon why you 
forſook us, and prove all you: PraRice, Worſhip, and Religion, 
by Scripture ;'\.and'whether 'or no, Pax/ and the Apoſtles, and 


_ Fimathy amd! Tuws the. Bilkops, had” Tippits, Hoods, Rays, 


Altars,'Suoplites;1itytheir: Watfhip») And whether of Bo did 
The Bapnite ChrilvavalBony aid Behed'hiny wichrhe Sion 6f the 
roſs?) and: whether-or:n6zhad ke a Ge@father and Godmother? 
yea,ornay s And wherher or no," theſe ſeveral thonſands that Pe- 
ter Bapriiedzwere Baprifed ina Font, nf Gened with- the Sign 


3 


morktts2 Andwhether or'no, the Plnuch) when Philip baptiſed 
him;wherher- he 'bapciſed*him'in a*Fonry with the Sign” of the 
Cro(s?!\Andit ſo, who were their Godfathers and Godmorhers ? 
and where _ = Font ? and : who ONT the Croſs ? 
Anſwerime cheſe things byScriprure, and convirige-meb 
cure ofirhels things s'"'for-We ate 16 Teh Ws Hooforates, 
whether rheſe evo be ſo'as:you ſpeake'; "and 15 thy all things, anil 
hold faft that which is good, And we are to lay hands os n» max 
ſuddenly, nor to preſume above what is written, Thou' knoweſt th 


pat , I NOL is 
is Scripture, Read the Corinthians, * and" the other Pprivies. 
And'wtieches or nozif the WolP core as arfthityou | yaur 
hand'to'aPaper;ithat ou! Will:never f&r[ake"the' | | 
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thei: Church,qod knowes 4heir Principles, -and' which doth ſome 
bad thing, for mich rhey,are-Exconminicared,] and -pur out of 
chair Atlembly. ?.Andis;chjs 3Mionce excommunt-ate ſuch as was 
never ol their Churchy and do-nutknow- their principles or Do- 
<trine, nor cannot. be-charged witha'bed Convecfation, and be-- 
fore they be convinced by ſound Dotrine, or good conyerſation,. 
concerning your- pom ard. Werktip. 2, Aniwer1 me e theſe 
thivgse:YCay: OFDAYL -- 4 wy 19903 | 
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Hy Carriage and Behaviour at the Town of Ulverſen, the: 
24. dayofithe 8, Momh, 166.3. was not becoming a Chri- 
Alias. nor. bzcomivg the Golpel,'as thou{and; chby Company was 
taken notice of by molt of che-people,.. and:fvas judged-noc tobe 
civil;nor w.{:,nor becoming .a ſpicitual-man,nor aſpiritual Court: ; 
for when thy Patent, and the Kings Broad-Seakwas:demanded for 
keepiag hy. Court, tho ;Gauſedii a thing tobe read in an un- 
knoyn Tongues. ant funple Miterate- Country men, which 
the pegp le-knew.not what ic was.{: Is-not this-contrary to Paris: 
ine,. who. ſaid,, he-wonld not; ſpeak. in an Tongue ?- 
le could not underſtand, thou: calledſt+ them: 
(pore pi fellow: ine deriing way. If chau _ | 

he-yaſer. many thou:{ho read thy PaperinEngli 
roahe0%.- bar a9 pts, have knewnwhat thou hadRt ſaid, and- 

that wapld have. m "_ mw wt tage or 


And. parc 


A 


Ef; 
the fine not done. to thy, —_ ions. And chis: 
thou. _ rothe people .of God called - Ira wy publickly, 23 &: 
prac upon them ;- bur. thoſe. of: ocher perſerafions thou didft 


io 2 private places. and  aQzdBi partially; - And further 
to enſnare the, thou askedRRofthetn,\ : 


power to appoynt places for publick. 

LawesSto force or C pouded w to cothe. 

wch Laws was not grounded Pans or agreeable to-the- þ xi 
? 


CES - -. 
God?tequirmg them,to/anſter.eicher yeayor nay; und thaufatas 
frm rn thoſe. Lawes In” Executionupen' effenders, and (6r- 
deavoured ro make a man an offender for 'a word, when be was 
not convicedof the cranſereſſion of Known Law, not Boaccus 
{et heard ro ſpeakto higfateithe Court, 
! Now dot/the Law of theSpirir of Eife force-or compel anyby 
an Arm of fleſh, etrward weapons, or c6:poral puniſhments, to 
Religion or Worſhip ? [f ſo, doth ir nor concradi the praRice 
of the Apolile, who ſaid, Let nothing be don through ſtrife ; but 
ty love Andi recknefſt inftrutt, & c, And whether or no, Timothy 
add Tits: Who were Bihops, bad anyifuch Courtsand Lawes ro 
force and ſummon people beforexhem; 2nd\'torhreacen them with! 


Houſesof CorreRion, and other penalries ?' If'fo, Whether was 


not the'Law of love aboliſhed; and'Jewes Lawes ſet up? for he 
thac lovesj/is of God,and he thar loves nor, is not of God,” And 
tHisi9 to thee to an{wer thy ſelf;-c 6 : 02H 341g © 

© "And #5for the Kings givingiforth:Lawes'to force: peopley' be 
hath ſufficiently declated is mind, «both by. Pcommiſes, Speeches, 
Declaration, afid'the Word of a King, ſeverattimes, which the 
people'arenorignorant of, bur think it. range-to (ee that thou 
houldfifo Altightbis Speeches, andimake light of them, and'cry 
Law,Law, but thewinone Þadd ask-rempring/Queſtions; Whether 
the King might not makeLawes to foroepeople-2 and fo goerh by 
Ifs and Queries and Doubts, and lays away inſtrution. 

- Wherefore did.Cai» hare and perſecute his Brother Abel 2 was 
ic no©ab6iic Religion and Sacrifice, or Worſhip? And did nor the 
> rae cs up fri, fay, Love wsti as Cain 2 Now:jude thy 
ſelf and thy , oy 24.30 Dy a I-44 FL TY UNS L453 
- | Andthouſſaidſt, That the Quakers had forfeited their Liberty 
_ by many-miſdemeanors, and ſome was in priſon for it :; But we 
know'of notie that was imptiſoned upon thar account,bur for Con- 
ſcience ſake towards God : Oh Lord, for righteous: Jadgmenc 
rt aca code teouſty: Fort one-or two had gone #orth from 
che Trurh,and their peaceable Principles, would thou judg alt 
the body of that/people > Would: the Lord have deſiroyed Lox 
withthe Cicizensof Sedews? or did he deſtroy allche Jewes be 


cauſe ſome ofchemrranſgreiled ? ow Chrift-judg all olBG- 
TOY 2 ples 
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ples, becauſe of ope Judas? Qliyprightegys: Judgment | wile chon 
aecuſt people openly.in of a: County, Warn the forfei- 
ture of their Liberty, and eanoot.proye iz, - Conkder of this, and 
doas.thoi (t be, dene;by i; and. de not Galt; away the Law 
and the Prophers, Would heforced io, > an Independent, 
qr a-Presbyierian,0r,a0 Anthappity ers Papiſtz ofa Turks.or a 
I w, or .0 weithip. the Gods ,chxhe leather ? Was nor theſe 
upheld by the Q:cinances of men? and-2re nor ſome of them {6 
upholden-at this day ? and: wiecher. chou would(t ſubmic co any 
of theſe Ordinances, if 1p, to thee by any of the upholders of 
them,acgording to,thyo9n Ar gurmgntglo oftenu;gedto the: Que- 
kers.?. And, was, not Shadr a by xAMeſttchs,ang.oAbednrgo, thar 
wauld not bow to Nebuchadnexars lwage ;, And Mordecas," that 
wouldinot bow ro Hamas; and the Fewes that would not bow 
ro rhe Laws of the Heathen, 3; and thote ghar wonld-noc-baw.co 
the Bealt, that compelled all, both ſmaH and, greats:to Weilhin 
him 2,was not. all choſe tranſgreſſors of tne Ordinapces:of men ? 
which thoy ſo much ſpeaks of, Berng ſubjelt- to every Ordiarce of 
w49 for the Lords ſake, Which Scripture, relates. not to Reli- 
gion and Worſhip, nor forcing people ta Religion-contrary 40 
their. Canſciences' but to; ———— evil-doers, and 
the: praiſe; of chem that do-wwell-« [And this. ivche: Willbat Godz 

And the Apoſile.laithyTowrh not the@radwancer of men, when he 
ſpeaks 10 matters of Religion : For the ocher was. a civil-thing,and 
in ſuch caſes we are ſubject for.the.Lords. fake. Andithe;Apo= 
fle denyed the:Ordinauces of the Temes, and the-Q:rdinances; of 
the Ordinances of the Fews, And did-not the, -Dilciplestran- 
greſsthe' Ordinances of. njen, \wien-they ere: commanded. to 
ſpeak no more in the Name of Jaius, by jhe.:Jewes|2; And: hath 


not all che-Chriſtianand. Procettamt-Mantyrszhat :bave: ſyffered 


fince. the Apoliles. dayes, .trabſgteſled the :Ondinangtsiof men? 
and whether or no bad they ſpffered, & rhey:.coultt beyefiſbaicced 
co the Ordinances of mey;m thattersptiReligiohg;:{ebingrhou 
makeſt no difference berweets matrersof Religion, and che Qrdi- 
nances that are appointed for the puniſhmenciob-evitidoers,/ nor 
between the temporal and ſpiticual,, rhatwhich-commands tem» 


porat 


$7) f 
nalingr ad that which commands in matters. of Worſhip: ;- | 

do's yelt, we have 2 Lis we have a Law ; or athe Jones. 
ja, Fn Clift, If any.mav fay he is 4 Son of God Al fs, 
he 00 ns Ld {5 che O:dinances' ai © | 
WF i Packer ecters.frem the, bigh Picks ro hale men. | 

Magnirh beforebeic Judgment-Sears? ve who is nlp! 

in this wark at.t I day ? And- whether or no, ever any of the. 
Martyrs did luffer for Jilobering temporal Ordinance*,that.com- | 
mands tempocal things,” or for diſobeying ſuch as was for matrers 
of Conictence, Religion, and the Worthip of God, ' Anſwer 
theie things, and make a clear DiſtinRion between ſpiritual and | 
rempo:al tranſgreſſions, and between ſpiritual and temporal Or- 
dinances, | 
And now whereas that Scripture was ſooften ur ed, Submmnt to | 
every Ordinance of minor the Lovts fakt © When thoſe Ordi= 
nant now-ſo nutch pleaded for, (which you have forſaken and 

lefcnzart years, }be the Ordinances'of man, which are to 
be abeyedforthe Lords fake 2 And whether - you have not diſc- | | 
abort for themſqlong ? And whether, or no, your 


CHIEN people, and the Fol, oh af, perſecution, 
IA the W 


- -oerrgy—_p owner 


| HA times, , 2d t » F5 manifeſted 
relings,and. Jout-Golp el ro be of 

= the people andthe Flock; Might * 
Jews, Turks and Heathers for you? 

And ſo for you now to Cite & excommunicate young veople for 
not being of your Religion, that never knew the grounds of ir, 
& many others, & to put ©chem out of yourAllemblies before chey 
had got in, and before you had by ſound DoEtrine and good Con- 
yerſation convinced them to be of your Religion, is contraty to 
the Kings V Vord, which ſaith, they ſhould not be called in que- 
Aion for matters of Religion, they living peaceably ; and you 
cannot accuſe any of the Quakers for unpeaceable lives, whom 
thou calleſt ipqueſtion, 

Andx endow, Presbiterians,' and Baptiſts brought the 
ſame Scripture to us for ſubje&ion to their Ordinances, and 
! made nomore diſtin&ion than thou doſt, of Ordinances of mer, 
: for the Lords ſake, and thoſe which are for the puniihmenc n 
| ey!! 


vou thus leav- 


© 
ways notall have turned 


(8) 


evitl-doert;, And did not Preth1r&iant, Tndejpendenrs, and Bap- 
4 bri bo wk to.you ? Submit, &c, And whether you 
iſo 


td well in d 


eying ic, or not ? For the Lord may ſuffer men 


c Wpeforth Otdinances forthe ryal of his people, which may 


vor be. in truch 3/45 may be, ſeen inche 
many places ; at may come from ſuch- as rhou art, which is 
contrary .to God and the King, Read the Scriptures 


as may be, ſeen inche Sctiprures'of truch in 


of the New Teſtament, and the Kings Speeches and De- 


4 


From the People called Quakers, occaſioned by 
- their appearance before the comer for 
the Biſhop of Tark,zz Cheſter; before whom. 
they were brought as Offenders, for the ten- 
derneſs of their Conſciences in matters re-. 
lating to Religion,and the Worſhip of God, 
and not for the tranſgreſſion of the Law, 
which is for the puniſiment of eoil-doers, 
and Prophanc perſon 5. for we are onewith 

the Law that takes hold of ſuch. 


(9) FS 


A Direftion fromthe Apeftle to Timothy, to 
: '-fry Biſhops and 'Minifters, before they were 


to adminiſter, whoſe Rule is left upon Re- 


cord to this day, for all Chriſtians to do the 
fame, : 


| Ow if a man covet the Officeof a Biſhop, he deſires a good 
work, And | 

A. | Fi;lt,. 4 B:fhopmuſt be blameleſſe. 

. Secondly, He muſt be the husbandof one wifes, Take ngrice of 
the. A poliles Rule, 


Thirdly, He wnft be ſober, diſcreet, mannerty, barberous ; is 
he indiſcreet ? is he, unmannerly 2 doth he not harbour (trangers? 
then he is beſides the Apoſtles Rule, if he do nor theſe things. .. 
, Fowrthly, He muſt be apt to teach, not given to much Wine; if 
he, be given tomuchiWine, and not apt to teachyhe is beſides che 
Apoſtles Rule, _ = £ 


- . 
: - 


Fifthly, 'He muſt be no fighter not groento filthy lucre,but gentle; 
abhorring fighting, abhorring coverouſneſle,abhorring Rrife, Now 
we and all People are to mark'the Rule which ; Bihop is tobe 
ruled and meaſured by, the order of the Apolile,to Tixwthy. 
Doth he abhor covetouſneſs? doth, he abhor.ftrife ? doth he 
abhor fighting ? for wars, ftrife and fighting, comes from the luſt; 
doth he nor {trive with che People of his Pariſh? doth he not co- 
ver the Peoples gold, nor filver, nor goods, nor apparrel ? doth 
he abhor this ? is there nonoiſe of the ſounding of Platters,Pans, 
Pors and Kertles,nor no lowing of Oxen,nor bleating of Lambs? is 
he not given to "PARK 5 & gentle?if he be out of theſe par- 
riculars, ler him miniſter ; if he be in thoſe things, he is beſides 
the Rule,and our of the Apoſtles Order. | 
Sixthly, ef Biſhop muſt rule his own houſe honeſtly, elſe how 
all he take care for the Church of God, if he cannot rule his own 
ouſe well : Mark che Rule, his own houſe muſt.be ruled honeſtlys. 
baving ebedient children, fee his children muſt be 6bedient and 


- ” 


honeſt ;. and if he and chey be not found in the Rule of the Apo- - 


le, 


_ - _—_ 


—— —- - 
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Þefore the zpoſta 


CO) 
file, then they are judged by the Rule inthe ſight of all People. 
| Seventhly, 4 Biſhop nouſt nut be a young Scholar, leſt. be ſmell, 
and be puffed wp, and fall into the judgement of the evil ſpraker. 
Mark ;; the a-young Scholar ? is he. pitfed, up ? doth he {yell ? 
he fall into the judgement of the evil ſpeaker ? then he is 
es the Rule, and judged by che Apolites O:der, © | 
\. * Eighthly, 4 Biſhop muſt alfa have a good report of thens which 
are withour, left he fall isto the rebuke, and ſnare, of the evilſpeak- 
er, Mak, arethey of good report among them thar are with= 
out ? do they,not fall into the rebuke and ſnare of the evil ſpeak- 
er + "Now alt you Biſhops and Miilters, mark 'whether yoube in 
the Apoſtles O:der, and walk according to thetr Rule ; for the 
eyesof People are upon you,and the Apoſtles Rile and'Orderyto 
rt y you'byir, whether you be accordingto the; Apolites Rule and 
O.der, which was inthe Primitive times ameng: the Chriltiatis 
Fan by which'they mide undtryed Bilhops;'and 
by theO:der and Rule the Apoſtle gave to Timothy, to try Mi- 
niſters, even they the Miniſters muſt be honeſt ; chey mult not 
de double rongued, not evilſpeakers, but ſober; they muſtnot be 
evento much Wite, neicher Zreedy of ilkhy kiere, ' Matk your 
Rule and. Order, which was before the apoſtafie in the Primrive 


- 'rimesamons the Apoſtles. Now if they be noc honeſt, if they be 


dcuble tongued, if they be evil ſpeakers,if rhey be given to much 
wine, EN reedy of flebylucre, thenthey are'out of the 
AvoRe$Rulenid Order, TD 


He muſt hold the miftery of Faith in a pure Conſtienet; Ahd let 
the Miniſters arid Biſhops fir FF be tryed,and if they be found blame- 
Tefs,ther let them miniſter, Now mark, yeMinifters andBiſhops,are * 
vou proved and found blameleſs concerning the particulars in the 
Apoſtles Charge” above mentioned to Trmorthy, concerning the 
Miniſters and\ Biſhops before the apoſtaſie, for Weunderfiand 
they were tobeptoved, according to the Apoſtles Charge tn his 
Order to'Timothy, before they were to miniſter. | 

Alſo their wives muFt be honeFt, not evil ſpeakers, but ſober, aud 
faithful in all things, Take notice of this Order ; are their 
"Wives honeſt? are they not evil ſpeakers? -arE they ſober; 
and faithful in all rhings ?' if not, they are, our of the Apoliles 
Rule and Order, and proved not tobe blameleſfe,' © And ler the 
| | _ Minfters 


 e Minſter vox Deacons be every one the Hucband of- nt Wifeſuch #3 


_ 


city 


rale their own children well, and their own houſholds, for they that 
miniſter well, gets themſelves # good degree,and a great liberty in the . 
fauh mhich zs in ChriR Jeſus. : PRSTITE PH APR Lo 


. - 


Now tliey hoſe Wives are evil ſpeakers, not honeſt, nor b. 


| ber, nor fairhful in all chings, who rules nor thzic own children, 


and houſholds well, are out of the Apoſtles O:der ro.Timothy in 
the Primitive times, and hach not gotren'to themſelves a good 
degree, noc liberty in che faith which is in, Chriſt Jeſus... And the 
Apoitles Command to Timothy, who was a Bilhopin the Primi- 
tive times, Was to for ſake all angodly,and old wives fabler,and caſt 
them away, Now 1t theſe Commands had bzen obſerved among 
Chriſtians lince the Apoftles dayes,ithad been well ; and ic would 
be well if all People were reformed into this Ocder,, for it's they 
that rule well,thar have the doublebononr, 1 Tim.1. 34,5. _. 

'=.Did Chriſt oc the Apoſtles inthe Primitive times, who preach- 
ed the Foundation,did they do is by Swords and Clubs,and Goals 
and Pcifons,and houſes of CorreRion? did thzy plant Vineyards, 
and gather Copgreeations with Swords and Piltols,and Muskets, 
and Clubs, and by ſummoning, and fineing, and impriſoning, and 
excommunicating ſuch as would not come to them,that are not of | 
them? was theſe their weapons that they gathered their Churches 
wichall, arid ſer up the pure Religion, and. the worſhip of- God 
by?and if theirs1n che Primitive times was ſpiritual weapons,then 
are not you degenerated and apoſtatizzd fromthe ſpicicual, inro 
the carnal, and then you may lay, [z the beginning ut was not ſo, 
as it is with us; and ſo is not the weapons like rhe men ? if the 
men be carnal, their weapons ca:nal ; it the men be ſpiricualtheic 
weapons ſpiricual ; and doth nor all carnz[-weaponed men build 
wood, hay, ſtraw and ſtubble apon the foundation, and then will 
not their wo;ks burn, and they {uffer lofſe in. the day of Gods 
fire ? and can any build any thirg elſe, bur wead, hay and fiub- 
ble upon the ſpicicual foundation that was laid in the Primitive 
t'm2s, but ſpiritual weaponed men? and hath nor all Chriiten- 
dome diſhonoured God, and Chritt, and themſelyes, with their 
carnal w2apons one againſt another?and can the City of Chtiiten- 
dome ever ſulfil the Command of Chriſt, which 1s to love 0: c 
another, and to love evemes, with their carnal weapons ? Is not 
Chriltendome yer to learn this letion, ro lows ore arother, and tr 
love enemies ? C To 


. —_ —_ cw 
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(12) 
To-Prieft Bennet, or any other whowti it may 
| Concern, Tel 


TY day being the 24 of 8. Month,1663. I being called in 
queſtion before Foſeph Crad:ck Miniſter of che Lawzas he aich, 
by -O, der from the King of this Nation, to demand and know of 
me a reaſon why 1 come rot to the place of publick Worſhip, ſer 
apart by the Law of the Land, and thut I was enjoyned thereunto 
according to the Scriptures, to be ſubjett to the Ordinances of man, 


for the Lords ſake. To which my anſwer was, prove the ſame for 


the Lords ſake, and I would bz ſubje& to it : And then he ſopr, 
and referred me to the Minilter of the place where T do belong, 
which they ſaid was Mr, Bennet, and that thou mightſt give me 
an anſwer to what I was not informed tn,asto the Law and matter 
in queſtion ; and in writing, my Queſtions and thy Anſwers,might 
be brought to him Job» Cradock the 17 day of the next Mon:h. 
Now chat thou might not bz ignoranc of the thing ſpoken of thee 
from F.Cradock, to anſwer, it haftzns my writing herein, 

And firit I queſtion, Whether thoſe Houſes, to which we are 


required to come to apa was builded by Command from 
Y 


God to worſhip in? Secondly, Or chat thou, or any other man 
in this Age,was called of God to wear Hoods, or Vails, Tippers, 
Gitdles,9: Surplices,and to have the higheſt places there, and to 
be called of men Maſter, and to take a [ext of other mens words 
to ſpeak frem, and'take money of the people for the ſame and 
ether like Offices, as ſpeaking words over people when they are 
dead, and to have a Bell co ring ſor them, o: to ſprinkle Infants 
with water in a Font,and 1enthem with the Sign of the Croſs,and 
to have Godfathers and Godmothers anſwer 2 Whether thele be 
Commands of God, and ordained by him, and ſo to be obeyed 
for his ſake, yea, or nay ? according tothe Apoſtles words inftan- 
ced to me by F Cradock, Now as thy Office is to convince the 
oainſayer, acco: ding to the Scripture of ruth, without adding or 
diminithing, or any private Interpretation, anſwer me, that there- 
by 1 may be convinced 1f I have erred from the Scriptures of 
truth, which ever was, and 1s my delight to read and praRice ; 
and it was a grief to my ſpirit often to ſee the ſame profefſed;and 


Never 


(13) 

never regarded to praftice ; having found the Teachers in this 
Age contrary to that in Tinwethy, how they ſhould bt qualified 
that took upon them the Office of a Biſhop or Deacon,or the like, 
$9 having found men ( whom I took for tobe Teachers, and took 
upon chem to.teach) contrary ro what they ſpake andrea to me, 
I'began to queſtion whether they were ſenc of God,or norybecau'e 
I found them in the falſe Prophets Reps, bearing rule by their 
Means, and preaching for hire, devining for money, and making 
a prey upon people, forcing them by a Law to pay them; I ſaw ir 
was for the Fleece they preached, for theirs, and not ſor them,for 
rhey mighr live like wild Afﬀles all the Week, if come to hear and 
pay them, that turns like the Weather-cock with every wind. 
Whether we are not to queſtion ſuch Teachers, being found in 
this Age,and their ſpirits, that lead them ro pride,pleaſure,drun- 
kenne(s,envy,w:ath and covetouſneſs, Rriking and fighting? yea, 
of nay /;- And to deny chem,and their. Worſhip, and Ordinances, 
now {o much pleaded for, which you have forſaken and lefr near 
20. years, and-your Flocks left in cheſe perilous times, when wz 
could not tell whom to believe, there was ſo much changing and 
 alcerationin matters of Worthip and Religion, rhat no eye pitied 
us ; and chen was the time of love from God to us the people: cal- 
led Quekers,' who was at our wits end, and had none to fly unto, 
buc the Lord alone, who by his promiſe ſo fulfilled cous, reaching 
his people himſelf (whois a Spirit) in and by hisSpicir pur into 
our inward parts, his Law in our heart?, guiding his people,'and 
leading them by the-ſame. And whether is any taught of the 
Lord, bur by his Spirit in them ?- yea, or nay And whether this 
Spirit leads any contrary to the Scriptures of truth ? yes, or nay. 
And ſonow to prove unto me all theſe praRiſes of yours before 
mentioned, tobe agreeable to the Scriptures of truth,andthar you 
can-eally ſay, you are led to what, you do by the Sptric of truth, 
which- leads into all truth ? And whether in this Age any can 
worſhip God acceptably,but inthis Spirit ? And what Ordinances 
are they the Apoflle ſpeaks of; Touch not, taſt not, handle not, for 
they 'periſh with the uſing ? And what hand- writing of Ordinances 
are they,that by che Croſs of Chriſt was aboliſhed & blorred ow? 

And whether the Ordinance Jof.Cradock ſpeaks of, which is,ro 
. to beſubjelt to every Ordinance of man for the Lords ſake, for the pu- 

WH G4 


ni ſhment 


(C44) 
wijhment of ty1l deer, which the ApolYe ſpeaks of, Per.n. 2, whe- 
ther chis Ordinance be an Ordinance for the Worſhip of God and 
Religion, or for civil things? yea or nay. And-ſo diſtinguiſh ro 
me, ihe ©, dinapce that is to be couched, and the O:dinance that ts 
not to be totiched > And whether che Apoſtles: and Martyrs did 
vor {utfer for-not obeying O:danences' in matters 'of Religion ? 
And whe: hex they did-not-obey the Ordinances that commanded 
civil things, for the puniſhimenc of, evil=doers 2 And whether he 
that will curn to 2py thing tofave his means,and ſaith he muſt obey 
every: O:dinance of manybe a Minilier.of Chrilt,os ſerves his own - 
belly and pocket, and turns from Power ro Power,and ſhiftsfrom 
place to place, to ger more meaus co ſave himſelf, be not the Fox 
thaciruns into holes 2 yea,or nay.; and waicheth for ſouls or means. 

And whecher 1 mult obey any thicg, but what is of Faich ? and 
whether or nothe Apolile ſet up an O:dinance,thacwe ſhould ob- 
ſerve-dayes and times, and holy-days, and Saints dayes, and ſome: 
cayes we ſhould ear no fleſh, bur fiſhv? And whether this Ordi- 
rance-is to be obeyed for the Lords ſake Z yea, or nay. Prove 
me theſe Ordinances by Scripture out of the New Teſtament. 
And: whecher all the Ordinances of men in the-world is to be-ſub= 
micted unto for the Lordsſake , ſeeing the Apoftiles' words are 
general toeyery Chriſtian man ? And whether then I-muſtnot be 
ſubje& to the 7 urks Ordinances, the Popes Ordinances, Prevbyter 
Johns, Tartars and EIMoguls Ordinances ; for the word is,to-eve- 
ry Qedinance of rpan, and this wo-d is general, without any limir.. 
Now divide this te me atight 3 for the Apoſtles wererravellers 
up and down the Nations, and their Epiſtles was general Epifttes.. 
And ſo is-not this general ſubje&icn.? yea, or nay. And there is 
particular Epiſtles, and general Epiltles, 

And whether did John Baptiſt baptiſe Chriſt in a Font,and Sign 
kim wich the Sign of the Croſs, and had Godfathers and God-- 
morhers } And whether Peter, who bapriſed ſo many thouſands; 
bapriſed them in a Font, and ſigned them with the Sign of the 
Croſs, and had Godfathers and:Godmotherstothem 2? yea,or nay, 
And whether Phil;p baptiſed the Eunuch in a Font,and figned him 
wich the Sign of the Croſs,and had Godfathers and Godmothers* 
& whether this was an Ordinance among theApoſiles? yea,or nay. 
And whether thoſe be Goſpel Miniſters, that was Hirelings to 


OVCte 
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overſee the Flock, that went away from us 26. years agoe, when 
the'Wolf came; by which or Alcees was torn,and bodies calt intÞ | 
prifen. by the \Prezbyrer 1495 and Independents, aill fome dyed. 
And yer the Hireling that went from us, neither gave us Sermon, 
nor fent us C ,ovt Epittte,and now ſutmmtbns us ro hear them, 
"oc che excammunicares us becavuſe we will not hear thew,and ma- 
ny chat doth not know them, nor is not+ of thetr Chugch $ .And | 
now whether-the Lord will not require both Flock and Fleece of 
himTthar leftic? | x 
.-, And whether youwillner ſec your hand-t6 3 Papery; that you 
will nat forſake us if the Wolf (hould come againafter that you 
hive made proof of theſe things-above tnentioned by Scripture ? 
for you-know the Scriprure ſaith, #e mnſt tr y all chingr, ad hold 
faſt that which ts good : And lay hands on no man ſuddenly ; for we 
wſt ſearch the Scriptures, whethey thoſe things bt ſo or not + And 
we muſt not preſume above what is written, Youlttew thisis Scrip- 
ture. And are not theſe Ordinances to be obeyed ? And whether 

. Chriſt, Timorhy, and Titzs, and the Apoſtles, had Patiters, atid 
Courts, and took Fees of people, and ſaid, Pay your Fees, afd be 
p06; Ler me ſee Scripture for theſe things, And did Chriſt or 
the Apoſites ſummon up all that would nor hear them? and ex- 
communicate& they alt that would nor beat-rhem > or'Whether 
theywere co-Excommuniicate thetn that were of their own Church 
that\had done-ſomie bad deed 2 yea, 6r nay. And whether thoſe 
be ſpirirual.men,thar read things in an noknown Tongue,and them 
that anderfandie nor, miſcalls them; 49d" gives them Names > 
And wherher theſe be ſpiticual, that vilifies mien, and calls theth 


out of their Names ?- yea, or nay. ; 


Anſwer me theſe things, that F may not be deceived, and 90 ih» 
to errour, i | | 
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Righicons and Reli gious Reaſo OHsS careniubed upon 

Scripture Arguments, recerded and returned 
by way of Reply to the Biſbops.Ojficers, con- 
cerning the conſcientions non-conformity” of 
the People of God, for which they are now 
called in queſtion, and cited in that called a 
Spiritual Court ; and particularly COncern- 
ing their dbpidrance upon citations before 
Joleph Cradock, the 24. day of the 8 Month 


1653. inthe Pariſh ark ARG Fare 
at : Ulverſtone. | 


pan prook » whether they WEre at = place. appointed for = 


Worſhip, not -unle(s chey will accuſe or excuſe themſelves, which 
would appear, ridiculous, and unreaſonable,” and contrary to the | 
known Lays of £ngland, both Civil and Ecclefiaſtical,(ſo-called) 
for any.to accuſe da eg: in-any caſe, neither:;do we:know that 
apy Biſhop, Ghancelor,, Commiſlary, Vi icary or Vicat General, 
hath any power, either under pretence of Letters Patents under 
the great Seal of England, or otherwiſe, to adminiſter an Oath 
ex Offici c10,07 tO examine any man or woman or woman upgn /nter- 
rogateries, whereby he, ſhe, or chey,Ghall any wayes accuſe them- 
elves, ;, ang therefore we ſhall nor willingly anſwer co any thing 
cony to Law, Reaſon, Religion and Righteouſneſle, ro our 


ice, upon your-importunity, under pretence of Legal 
Plea OY, on nothing o can be proved againſt TL 


Nevertheleſſe, leaft any ſhould” think that no Reaſon can be 
alledged, for refufing to come to the Parochal, or Pariſh-Chur- 
£het,& they 4 are called ; we have for ſatisfaQon to the ſimpler 


ſorr 


(17) 
ſort of People, ſet down ſomething by way of Reply, to this fo 
lowing 2eneral Queſtion,ſo frequently propounded tothe People 
called Quakers, and others, the day above mentioned, (to wit ) 

Queit, What is the Reaſon that you do not come to the place ap- 
pointed for publiqne Worſhip, to hear Divi-e-Service, and to be pre- 
ſent at the performance of ſeveral Offices, there to be performed ac- 
cording to His Majeſtyes Laws, &c. h 
 Anſw,1, We underſtand the place prefixed and intended, 1s 
that Church-or Temple made with hands ; and we know, that 
God who made the wor Id, and all things inir, dwelteth nor in 
Temples made with hands ; and that 18 onz Reaſon why we come 
not to it, becauſe God dwellzth not there. 

| Secondly; "The Lord hath eftabliſhed the Mountain of his 
Houſe in the ropof che Mountains ; therefore neither at Jeruſa- 
lem,nor in Samaria's Mountain,nor in Temples made with hands, - 
is the places where men ought to worſhip, nor in the Fews Sy- 
nagogues, nor inthe Epheſians Temple D ara,nor in the old Maſs 
Houſes ; but the hour cometh, and now1s,in which the true Chri> 
Rians do worſhip the Father in Spirir and in Truth, and chey are 
the Circumciſion that worſhips God in the Spirit, - And this w:$ 
the praRice of the Primitive Chriſtians, who denyed the: Tews 
Synagogues, and Ordinances, although commanded of God. 

Thirdly, The Lord reproved [f-aet when ſhe had' forgotten 
her Maker, and began to build Teinples, ſaying, what Houſe wilt 
you build for me, or where is the place of my Reſt ? Is not the Hea- 
wvens my Throne, and the Earth my Foot-ſtool? yet will I lock to 
this man that ts humble, and of a contrite heart, that trembleth at 
my Word, and with this mon will I dwell, * Andhe hath promiſed 
that his Tabernacle ſhall be with men in the 'dayes' of the New 
Covenant, ſaying, Ile dwell in them, and walk in them, and Ile be 
4 Father unto them, and they ſhall be my Sens and Dazghters, ſaith 
the Lord God eAllmighty. And theſe promiſes we witneſs ful- 
filled ; therefore we cannot be mired to trme or place; for 
whereſoever two or three are gathered rogerher in the name of 
the Lord, he 1s preſent in the midſt of them. - 

Fourthly, The manner of receiving in, or making Members of 
your Church, 1s nor agreeable ro the praQiſe of che Primicive 
Ch: iflians,as may thus appear; they were baptized by or e Spirit , 
| Into 
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1:9 one Body, but you baptize Infants” by Tradition, for which | 
there is no prefident ia the Scriptures ; for we do not read of any 


Fans they bad nor Ggning Childrenwith/ the en ofthe Croſs 


ip their Foze-bezds, nor no Godfathers, nor Godmothers ;"ÞBur 
ſince we came co years of diſcretion, we fee all theſe Ordinances 


tobe of the Popes invention, and therefore we come not to'theſe 


Churches as Members of them. - » -*+ * ATED 19v"(0 
Fifthly, #barſoever 11-n0r of faith, 15 fn, And therefore every 
man oughc to be tully perſwaded it his own/mird' in matrersof_. 
Religion,& theWorthip of Godzand we do not believe that God 
requires.it at our hands, rocommand worſhip 111 thoſe Temples 
made with hands; neither doiwe bekeve that whats there pra- 
<tiſed, isagreeable19:the declared Will of God*;: and” therefore 
we cefule ro joyt tm Worſhip with them, who' worſhip "the tin- 
known God 1gnoramtly. caminatdy 
Sixthly, The: Matters of thoſe Aflemblies that ſerves the 
Cure:ſocalled, are-nor called, and appointed for that wark as the 
Minjſters.of Chi was in-rhe Churches of the Chriſtians; thefe- 
fare we'dogpr owntheir Miniſtry, nor-joyn wich them in their 
Worthip!. Chriſts Miniſters had rheir call 'and command'from ' 
him.to goand reach all Nations ; theſe have their callfrom men 
roa certain place ;;Chriſts Miniſters preached that:whichthe 
received Þy.the. Revelation: of Jeſus ; and they gave freely, as 
chey had received, theſe preacheth that whictithey/tecetvefrom 
other men, and Authors, and the writings 6fanttentPFathers; and 
chey ſelbir for money, andhath acertain Sallery' for their work, 
ſame by the dayy and ſorhe by the year; and where people are 
poar,and canadvancebur litelerowards maintaining a Prieft,there 
ace few 0r;none called thither; burwhere therelisa far Benefice 
therevs\figiving\to be the:Minifter "of ſuch a\ place; afid thaty 
drunken Prieſts that never heard the voyce of God, can come ar 
the call of earthly Angels; and theſe evils with many others have 
we ſeengtherefore we canhoriconform tortheir Religion and Wor- 
ihip, whoſe'bearts are exerciſed with ſuch coverous praftiles, 
Seventhly, They teach' fear towards God by the Tiaditions 
and Precepts of mev, and the Lord hath ſaid, 1» vain do they 
worſhip, whoſe fear towards me is taught by the Precepts of men ; 
and:therefore-we cannot joyn' in Worſhip with chem, who ow. 
| thus 


(19) 


chus caught : for the Lord 1s our Teacher, which can never be re- 


moved into a Corner, 


»Eighthly,Both Prieſt and People ſairh,They erre,and ſtray from. 


 theways of God, like ft ſheep z- buc fince you left us,we arc turn- 

ed to the chief Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls ; and theretore 
We cannot erre, nor go aſtray, nor follow-the multitude to do evil, 
for we are of that little Flock- that have heard the voice of the 
©o0d Shepherd, and a ſtranger we cannot, nor will not follow: ; 
neither have we any need now to hear the Hireling, for when he 


” 


ſeerh the Wolf he fleeth,.and leaverhithe Flock, becauſe he is an- 


Hireling ; having had ſo large experience of the deceit and hypo- 


crifie of theſe crafts-men, that teach for hire, and divine for mo-- 


ney, and flee for fear when any. danger approacheth ; therefore 


we deny their Church and Miniſtry,.and turn from them tohim: 


who carries his Lambs in his arms, and gently leads them that are 
wich young. | 
Ninchly, Both the Prieſt; and the whole Congregation, faith, 


T here 1 no health 1n them ; if ſo,., we haye good reaſon to refrain 


their company for fear of catching a-bad difeaſe ;- forits-prudence 
in times of the Plague, for people to keep far from thePeit-houſe; 
and can any blame them, whole diſeaſes are healed, to retrainthe 
of them that are.infeRed, and hath no health in chem? 

enthly, . We are commandedin Scripture to with-draw-from 
every brother that walks diforderly ; and we know \many that -valk 


diſorderly, frequents theſe places appornred for publique Wor=- 


ip, out of Cultome, Tradition, and for fearof puniſhment ; and 
becauſe of that great mixture of diforderly walkers, we have rea- 


fon to withdrawfrom thoſe places ; for they that goeth, leaverh- 


undone thet which they ought to do,..and dorh chat which they 
oughe not to do, and we can do no worſe,..if we never come more 
among them-;. and they confefſe themſelves tobe miſerable off tx- 
deys againſt.Gods holy Laws, ſo-that we account it better to wor- 
(hip elſewhere, contrary ro mans Law, than to come among you 
to break or offend againſt Gods Law: 


 Eleverthly, -We have the Promife and Word of a £ | 
in ſeveral Speeches and Declarations ,- Thar we-ſhall not be 
diſquiered, diſturbed; moleſted, or called in queſtion: for gur dic=- 


ference of opinion in matters —_ z. while we bebave and 


demean.: 


— mad _—_— ——— 
am, 
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demean our ſelves civilly under the Government, and while we 
[1 donor diſturb the peace of the Nation ; ſoir-being our declared 
and known Principle,to live peaceably and demean our (elves ci- 


villy under the Government ; therefore we/perfotm our devoti- 
ons tewards God, according to. the:full perſwaſion of 6ur minds, 
and as we are guided by the Spirit of the Lord ; and having ſome 


ib 0 K . . 6 

Wk indulgence. frm the King (or ſodoing, therefore we joyn not 
Wil wich you in your will-worthip. I 1-4 
ff Twelſthly, .We are not convinced that the places for publique 
þ! worthip, are 10; thac purpoſe appojated of God, -or by.Camniand 


ſt from Ged ; and the;efore we come not to them. nor ſhall gnor, 
F untill we b2 ſo convinced by ſolid Reaſons, and Scripture proof ; 
for all chat own thoſe places for Churches, proves-turn-coats,and 
curns with every wind of Doctrine, and to-every Government 
char is uppermott in the Nation, for fear of perſecution, . 
 Thirceenthly, We know not that the Law by which, we are en- 
bi zoyned to come to theſe places, is grounded upon, and agreeable 
Jil with the Law of God ; and therefore unleſle this be proved to the 
Will convincing of us, that iris the. Lords requiring, we arenot careful. 


Il roanſwer you i this matter. |, ru 
; Wii! Fourteenthly, We do not believe that the Biſhops Courts are 
| ll ſetup or holden by Divine Authoricy,or thac there are comperenr 
| Judges in them of ſpiricual tranſgreflions , ſeeing'the Lord hath 
[| 
/ 


- 


| cowmicred all Judgement .unto.the Son, -and he is the fitteſt ro 
| Judge in allcaſes of conſcience. ,', 1 4 hes 
| Fifreeenthly, We have no mention made in the holy Scriptures 
| of any Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual Courts, or Lord Biſheps, or that 
| Timothy or Titxs had either Courts, Commiſlaries, or Parrators ; 
| or that they citedany of the unbelieving -. Fews or Gentiles, for 
BY non-conformiry to the Chriſtian-Religion;. or thar they -uſed any 
"hi compulſion te force. people to theirfaith, but inmeekneſle inftru- 


il Qed them that did oppoſe, until God brovght.chem-to rhe know- 


ledge of the.truth ; . neither do we ſee peehident;J Scripture for 
| your preſent praQiſe of perſecution abour Religion z 6 no 
il we cannot conform to yourinjundtions, hich 'are not agreeable 
l!! tgthe Feriprures of Truth... oor [ge bo ns Iron pdf cl 
| _:Sixteenthly, We are perſwaded that you do norſo-much en- 
| deavour to brig us.inte copformity-co your ways Our of your-zeal 

© s co 


- 
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fo itz. as the-right Way and worfhipof God,.as out of State-Policy 


or for ſelf-ends, that your Ecclefialtical Officers may make a Mat- 
ker 9 enrich themſelves upon the ruines of Religious People, 
that our of tendernefle of Conſcience,.cannot conform to-your 
Worthip aid Otdinances; oo rr of 91 

- Sevenceenthly, We do not own your O;der and Diſciplinezto 


be the Order and Diſcipline of rhe Church of Chriſt ,* becauſe ir 


was prevailed againſt, and urterly extinguiſhed in this}Nation ; 
and the Seorrſh DireRory, and Presbyterian Government ſer up in 


ics place neet 2a years; and yet your zeal led few or none of 


ligton.. . 
 Eighteenchly; We believe your Charch. is not the Church of 
Chrilt, becauſe ir hath been prevailed againſt ; for the Church 


of Chriſt cantiot be prevailed againſt, neither by the power nor 


you to ſuffer impriſonment'fingly upon the account . of your Re- 


policy of 'any 'Se& or Schiſm ' whatſoever for ir hath, ſuch a 
firm foundation, that rhe Gates of Hell cannot prevail againſt it ; - 


And we are Members of this Church ;* therefore we carinot come 


to yours, becauſe it will not ſtand when the floods cometh, and * 


5, being builded like 2 houfe upon the ſand; _ 


Wet aly rs uilded like a houfe upon the ſand. _ 
Ninert , "We donor underftand, chat eſcher_the true 


power or form of godlinefſe, or che true pradtiſe of Chriſtianicy 
appearSamong you, or iS approved of by you, and therefore we 
curn away from you, and can have no fellowſhip wich you in your 
worſhip: wy | E437 et; » 
20; You have neicher convinced us by ſound Do&rine, nor 


good Converſation, that' your Miniſters are the Miniſters of” 


Chriſt , and their Do&trin:,the Do&rine of Chriſt,and theic Pra- 
&iſe, the Praftiſe of Goſpel Miniſters, bur the contrary , and 
therefore we turn away from you, and cannot joyn wich 
worſhip, ot | e608; 


21, Becauſe aSappears to us you truſt in man, ant? thake fleſh” 


your arme, and make more uſe of the Migiſtfates powet ro pro- 
re& you in the way of your worſhip, than of the power of God ; 


and of an outward Law to compel people to your Religion,than of * 
ſound Do&trine, and good Converſatiop to convince the gain-ſay- ' 
ers ;. and therefore we cannot deny the true Religton,and turn to 


you-for fear okperfecution, 


D'>z 22, Becauſe 


—_— -—— owed. eos com. 
——_ ee 


you 10 * 
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2 Beeauſe the hand writing of Ocginancesis blotted out, 
which fas in force inthe firſt Covenanr, and a bercer Covenanc 
E6mie ; © therefore we cannot be ſuhje& ro Ordinances of Divine 
Service ; for the Fewshada Law of Commandmepcs,which made 
not the commers thereunto perfe&t, as perraiging tothe Conſci- 
ence”; they had a worldly Santtuary, and Ordinances of Divine 
Service, impoſed. upon them, uncil che time of Reformation, But 
we are not under the Lam, but under Grace : Therefore nor ſub- 
3:& ro Ordinances of men in'Religious and ſpirtzual things. And 
whereas that 'Scripture was ſo often urged to the peoplecalled 
.Ovakers, and others, that appeared upon ſuſpition of non-Con- 
fo;mity,Be ſubjeft to-every Ordinauce of man for the Lord: ſake,&c. 
To this we anſwer, We are ſubjzeR& for the Lords ſake to every 
Ordinance of man, according to the true incenr of the Apofile in 
1 hat places and according to the praRice of him chat 


accord ſpake thoſe 
words; but we underſtand the Apofile ſpeaks of civilthings, and 
in ſuch caſes we are ſnbje&, and that for Conſcience ſake : As. 
may thus appear. xk Yi | 
Firſt, We are ſubjeCt to all ſuch Laws and Ordinances of man, 
asar agrecable ith, 26d grounded upon the Royal Law of God, 
whichare for = petvation of perſonal proprieries, as Life, 
Liberty, and Eltates. | | 
Secondly, We are ſubje& to all Ordinances and Laws, that are 
for the puniſhment of evil doers, and the praiſe of chem that do 
well : And eur ſouls is ſubjeR tothe Higher Powernor for wrath 
or fear of puniſhment, but of a ready mind, and for Conſcience, 
(ie: "Vl | 1 
Thirdly, Noman can charge the: people called Quakers with 
the aQual tranſgreſſion of the Laws made in Caſes of High Trea- 
ſon,Petty Treafon,er miſprihon of Treaſon ; and therefore.we are 
ſubje& tro all ſuca Ordinances of manzfor the Lords ſake; , - 
Fourthly, We are no tranſgreſſors of, cherefore one with, and 
ſubje8& to all Laws and Ordinances of man made in Caſes of Mur- 
der, Felony, Fighting, Fraud, and all other miſdemeanours what- 
loexuer........ | is hg cnt dig | 1: 
Fifthly, We are a peaceable people, and ſo ſubje& to all Laws. 
and'O:dinances of man, made againſt Routs, Riots, Duels, and 
ſuch provocaticns to Wrath and envy. 


Sixthly, 


PE ET FORTERny 
" 'Sixthly, We are no trabſgrefſors agiinft, therefore ſubjeM 6, 
all Laws and Ordinances of man made againſt Rapes, Adultery, 
Fornication, and Unclearneſs ofall orcs, 
. Seyenchly, We are one with, apd.fo toolLenrnd I 
COnels,. 


dinances of man made againſt Swearing and: 
rdinances of man made 


manner of Profane(s whatſoever. 
.concerning Debtor and-Creditor, that relates to the recovery of 


Eighthly,We ſubjeRt co all Laws and 


TT ne une Wa Oe 
E Nindbly, Ye do ſubmic. to. all Laws. and Ordinances of mn 
that relate to the paymen. of Tribure, Taxacions, Cuſtom;Exciſe, 
Subfidy money, and all things of this nature, as becometh Sainrs 
and SubjeQts to Superiours, And concerning theſe things; no | 
.man can.jultly accuſe the people called I 5 3. and. therefore 
we may,in reaſon {ay as the Apotlle did, For Sp paſe pay Wetri- 

we & peaceable Tife tn all godlindſe 


bate, that. under them we may 

4d honeſty, asbecometh Saints and crue Chriftiats, _ 

\ Tenthly, VVe do not aQually reſiſt, but are ſubjet co all 

Laws and Ordinances of man, as'is manifelted upon alt occalions, 


— ws 
ng, > CO 


eirher, by our ative or paflive obedience :. And hereby ic may 
appear. toall people, that, we are ſubje& ro every O;dinance cf 
man;for the Lords ſake. And if we be called in-queſtion for any 
thing that:can be accounted contempt of any O:dinance of man, 
1t is concerning the Law and V Vorſhip of the living .God ; and | 
for'eu rao Cenforaney 10 ſuch caſesweare compaſted aboutyirh | 
a cloud -ef:true and faithful V Virneſſes,, whoſe ſufferings and | 
faithfulneſs 1s left as a Preſident unto us, upon whom the-ends of | 
the world are come, - And if the people-oalled Quakers cannor | 
for Conſcience-ſake ;conform to all Ordinances made by. mah in | 

| 


matters relating to Religion and the V Vorſhypof Gad, they have 
examples and preſidents from their Predeceflors, that could net- 
cher receive the mark of the Beaft in their Forheads, nor in their 
right hands ; who had the cryals of cruel mockings, yea moreover, 
bonds and impriſonments forthe Teflimony which they held; and 
the ſame God to plead theirCauſe,that aid, Touch zot mine arnoyr- 
ted,do my Prophets no harm ; and who faid, Saul, Saul, why perſe- 
cuteſt thou me ? And may not-the people of God now be juſtified 
of him in the tranſgreflion of mans Ordinances, that are neither 

groun- 


_—_— O——  ————_ 
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nded- upap, __ white © the, Lay and Ordinance of 
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' "Was ir arroffence againſt God or his Law that the Tere: ſcat» 
edn all che Proyinces of King Abaſterma tis Dominions, was 
"pox £6t "to-the Laws ind Ofdmances of che:Kivg ? "And 


wr condemn them for thei? practice”? and are rhey not 
jeltified both of God and good men,for their fairhfulne(s and per- 
ſeverance in times of perſecution ? And was nor.their adverſary. 
that wicked Hamas, juitly 'judged and condemned for.procu- 
ring an Edi& againſt them. co, have deſtroyed them becauſe of 


their differetice in Opinidt' or perſwafion' in matters'of Religign 


and  VVorthip ? * And did nor Shaarach, CMeſhech, and Abedrie- 
o diſcbey an Ordinance ef man, when they would not bow to the 
Image that Nebuchadnexzar the King of Babylon had ſerup ? And 


- were they. noc juſtified of God and good men fbt their fairhful- 


neſs; and pteferved” from the violence of that fite, which made 
the Execurioners of the penalty enjoyned by thar Ordinance, the 
edceadful examples of Gods indignation and wrath ? Did hot Da- 
profyro [an ome of man,and an nqrey en Decren, thes 
none ſhould make a prayeror ſapplication for thirty dayes co any 
Sod or man, buruntothe King 7 And yet he prayed as at other 
rines,and. made ſnpplicarion three times a day, his window bein 
open towards Jeruſalem: And was he not juſtified of God and 
gopd men for his faithfulneſs ro God ? And did not the Lord flop 
rhe mouths of hungry Lyons, and ceſerve their wrath'for the pu- 
niſfiment of Dazzebs perſecutors in their legal profecution of the | 
pehalty'enj>yned by thar Ordinance of man, which Dxel would 
not ſubmit, unto ? And did not the Apoſtles Peter and Fob tranſ- 
oreſs /and break an *O:dinance of menin Authority, when they 
would not forbear ſpeaking in'the Name of Jeſus ?-And whether 
1745 bertes ro'obey God-or man, Jerour adverſaries and perſecu- 
rers judge, ' And' did nor all thofe Epiſcopal Proteſtant Martyrs 
in the dayes of Queen Mary, ſuffer for denying the Sacrament of 
the Alcar, and for diſobeying 'other Ordinances of men made in 
refation ro Religion and VVorthip ?* And are they not now juſti- 
fied both of God and go0d-men for their fatrhfulne(s ?” And is nor 
their ſufferings accounted perſecution for righteouſneſle ſake ? 
Andif we ſuffer Bonds, Impriſorments, or the ſpoyling * ou 
=#: 


(25) 

Goods, on the like account, concerning the Law and VVorfhip 
of the living God, our ſufferings are for righteouſneſs ſake, aid 
therefore we commit our righteous Cauſe to the Lord vin well- 
doing,as unto a faithful Creator, {5 Hh TR 

And this is tecorded for the Information of ſuchas have hated 
us without a cauſe, to prevent perſecution for the future,or at leaft 
ro leave them withour an excuſe, when the Lord maketh inquiſi- 
tion for the blood: of all the Prophers and righreous men that have 
ſuffered for Conſcience fake, fince the dayes of righteoug Mbe!, 
unto this very day. And as for them that injure us ignorantly, 
we can heartily ſay, Father forgive them, they know not whas 
they do, * 5,68 | 


Lerthe Biſhops, Chancelors, Contmiſlaties, Pariſh-Priefts ,, 
and all,or any of their Eccleſiaſtical Officers, receive this wich 
meekneſs, and peruſe it with patience, and read it wich under- 
Randing': And if a reply can'be returned to-convince us that | 
' your VVay, VVorſhip, and Religion,'is the Lords requirings, 
contrary to all the Reaſons here rendred ; then deliver it'to any 
of the people :called Qnakers, -or convay it with care co'the 
, | 


VVritten the 2.day Thomas Selthouſe. 
of the 9g. mon, | 
166 3. 


THE END. A 
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